
 

 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30am-4:30pm, Friday 8:30am-12:30pm		 	  phone: 403.280.2239 
6927 Rundlehorn Drive N.E. T1Y 3V4		  	 	 	                          office@rockyviewalliance.com    

Advent is Here! 

My favorite season of the year 
remains to be Advent, each and every 
year.  It’s a season of wonderful 
reflection, activity and worship, as we 
focus intently on the birth and 
promises of our God who is with us: 
Immanuel!   

This year in particular, I’m so looking 
forward to the Christmas events that 
we’re hosting at Rockyview, and I 
hope that you’ll mark your calendar 
and plan to engage in this special season of worship and service.  First of all, we have the 
privilege of partnering with the Mustard Seed again to serve NE Calgary as a distribution depot 

for Christmas Food Hampers.  If you haven’t participated before with us in this venture, it’s an incredible day where we 
open the church to work with The Seed to provide hundreds of families with a Christmas Hamper to help get them 
through the holidays.  The provision of food is one thing, the entire event is something else altogether!  Join us by 
volunteering on Saturday, December 23 from 10:00a.m. - 2:00p.m. as we depend on dozens of volunteers to serve as 
greeters, café hosts, carolers, craft and cookie station helpers for kids, and many hands and smiles are needed to pack 
Christmas food boxes and help get them out to people’s cars.  If you haven’t already signed up to help as a whole 
family, please do so soon in the lower level of the church lobby, or by emailing nick@rockyviewalliance.com and we’ll 
be so happy to plug you into this great event!  If you’re in need of a food box this season, email 
office@rockyviewalliance.com to register as well. 

Then, there’s Christmas Eve itself – this year as Christmas Eve is on a Sunday, we are putting so much creativity into 
December 24th as a day of worship and celebration!  Morning service will be at 10:30a.m. as usual, but it will be a 
special service focusing on the Christmas message, will be family friendly and will feature a children’s choir of some of 
Rockyview’s cutest!  Join us Sunday morning for church this special morning service on Christmas Eve…and then… 

Join us later in the day once more on December 24th for a beautiful Christmas Eve Candlelight service at 6:00p.m.!  
There will be treats, and music and a celebration of Jesus that befits a king (because we’ll be celebrating one)!  Bring 
your family, invite some friends, and get ready for Christmas.  Advent means “the coming” and it’s a season of 
preparation, contemplation, and a time to ready our hearts for fresh, focused encounters with Jesus.  I trust you’ll enter 
in and enjoy the season ahead, and create times and spaces in your calendar to say “Come Lord Jesus!” 

An Advent Prayer, by Henri Nouwen 

Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. We 
who have so much to do seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day. We who are anxious over many things look 
forward to your coming among us. We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy of your kingdom. We 
whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence. We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking your light. 
To you we say, "Come Lord Jesus!" Amen. 

Pastor Shawn 
Lead Pastor
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DECEMBER 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

3 
Prayer Time-10:00 am 

Worship Service 
D6 & Beginnings  10:30 am 

4 5 6 
Shift 

7:00 pm 

7 
Senior Ministry 

2:00 pm 

8 9

10 
Prayer Time-10:00 am 

Worship Service 
D6 & Beginnings  10:30 am 

11 12 13 
Shift 

7:00 pm 

14 15 16

17 

Prayer Time-10:00 am 
Worship Service 

D6 & Beginnings  10:30 am 

18 19 20 21 
Senior Ministry 

2:00 pm 

22 23

24 
CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

10:30 am 

CANDLELIT CHRISTMAS 
EVE SERVICE 

6:00 pm 

25 
NO SERVICE 

ON 
CHRISTMAS 

DAY

26 
OFFICE CLOSED

27 
OFFICE CLOSED

28 
OFFICE HOURS 
9:00 - 12:00 PM 

29 
OFFICE CLOSED

30

31 
MOSAIC SUNDAY 
Prayer Time 10:00 am 

Worship Service& Beginnings 
10:30 am 
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December Birthdays

You’re now able to download the latest Trail Mix, the current Sunday 
Bulletin, and Messages as well as keep up-to-date with news and events 

from our website at: 
www.rockyviewalliance.com

(M) Denotes an international worker and/or their family members. If you want to be included on 
this page or would like to be removed, please submit your name and information to the office.

18 Gabriel Heywood 
18 Landon McNairn 
19 Lori Beal 
19 Kirsten Santos(M) 
19 Jasper de Groot 

19 Thomas Cowie 
30 Higginson John 
30 Higginson Lynn

09 MCNAIRN, Peter & Carol 

14 DUNHAM, Kent & Ashley 

29 MAY, Gerald & Debbie (M)

December Anniversaries

02 Amanda de Groot 
03 Anneka de Groot 
04 Brock Argue 
05 Ruth Coates 
07 Donna Frentz (M)  

10 Ethan Harder 
10 Brian Petruska 
10 Dipika Batura 

I don’t know about you, but it seems as if this 
fall has just flown by.  It feels like our kids just 
started school, then were talking about 
halloween outfits, and now they are really 
looking forward to Christmas.  We have many 
Christmas traditions in our family that influence 
how we view this time of the year.  One of the 
things that we have always tried to do is make 
sure that our kids know that Christmas is not 

just about presents, and food and family.  All 
through this time of the year we celebrate Jesus coming to earth, and our relationship with God.  Advent has 
always been something that has helped us to do this.  

Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, and it’s purpose is to help us prepare to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus, our Savior.  Over the years it has really been helpful for us to pause during this busy season, to take time 
as a family to do advent devotionals.  

Because it has been so valuable for us as a family, each year I provide a resource for families at Rockyview to use 
through Advent.  This year I am providing an Illustrated Advent for Families, from illustratedchildrensministry.com.   

This advent devotional is an illustrated faith resource to help 
families find creative ways to meaningfully engage with faith in 
the season of Advent.  It includes 5 devotions to do as a family 
for Advent, as well as some colouring pages, and a paper Advent 
wreath to create with your family.  

The Advent season is divided into four weeks, with each week 
having a different theme.  In the Illustrated Advent for Families 
the first week remembers the hope and expectation of the 
Israelites as they looked forward to the arrival of their Savior.  
The second week’s theme is about Peace, finding comfort in 
Christ, and calling us to be peacemakers.  The third week is all 
about Joy, and learning about being God’s family.  Week 4 is 
about love, and exploring the expected and unexpected aspects 
of the Christmas story.  Then there is a Christmas morning celebration devotional as you and your family celebrate 
the birth of Christ.  

I hope that this devotional will be a great tool for your family to encounter Jesus together as you prepare to 
celebrate His birth.  

For you, and for your children

Russ Clugston 
Pastor of Family Ministries
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Christmas is fast approaching, the basement is getting 
closer and closer to being finished, the youth will soon 

have their house back, hamper distribution is on the 
horizon, kids choir is practicing consistently, and programs 

are about to go into some major planning phases before 

relaunching in January; there is a lot on the go here are 
Rockyview, and through it all God has been reminding me 

to slow down and search for him in my everyday.  I must 
ask myself, “what is God doing in my life today? How can I 

best serve him?”  Even more so I am reminded to not lose 

focus on the importance of caring for my spiritual health 
along with physical and emotional.  I have begun reading a 

number of books that have you take a step back and evaluate where your spiritual health is at and it has been a very interesting 
process thus far of self discovery leading to deeper self awareness.  

Something I have learned in my studies is that I must be better if what I have an effect over will also be better.  Dr. Rob Reimer 

says in this book Soul Care that however healthy a church leader is, that is also how healthy his/her ministry will be.  It is an 
interesting notion that we can practically affect God’s will; although we are often good at saying something like “this ministry is 

succeeding because of God not me,” and yet be consciously aware that our spiritual health with directly affect the health of our 
ministry and by extension the will of God.  We have such a practical hand in the success of a ministry.  However, we must 

believe that God’s will, Missio Dei¸ will succeed with or without us, God’s success and power is not dependant on me, and yet 

God has empowered us through the Holy Spirit to have a hand in the progression of the Gospel and the Church in such a way 
that our own spirits can visibly, and pragmatically affect the success or failure of a ministry.  Of course, there are many ways to 

explain a failure in ministry away by saying things such as “If God wanted it to succeed then he would have made it happen,” and 
yet it can be really draining on our own mood, and spirits when we do something for the kingdom and it falls flat; it is as if we 

disassociate with success, and yet we personally and actively wear all the blame of failure.  

It is not always easy to find the balance between what will continue in the kingdom with or without us, and what we are pivotal 
to.  I think somehow, we need to exist in both truths simultaneously.  That to say, we must understand that it is a privilege to 

participate in the progression of the Kingdom, and we have been empowered to obviously contribute to its success and failure, 
and yet we must also understand that with or without us God can win souls and He is actively doing that not just through us, 

but through his creations, through natural revelation.  The part we as disciples of Christ, play is that we get to interpret the 

spiritual to the seekers in many different ways, from a feeling of emptiness and seclusion, to a full visual spiritual manifestation. 
God has given us the power in the Holy Spirit and “every spiritual blessing that is in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3) to exist in a place 

where we trust that Missio Dei, God and his will, do not need us to be apart of it, but desperately wants us to be a part of it.  
God is sharing with us his inner most desire to reconcile his creation, God is holding out a hand to each of you, with a smile he 

is asking you if you will help Him, your father, with His big important project.  I pray that we could experience that child-like 

wonder of Dad asking for our help for the first time, and that amazing connection you get with a father who doesn’t need your 
help, but wants it anyway because he cares so deeply about you that all he wants to do is share what is most precious to him 

with us.  John 3:16 proves to us that this Love is real and really for us to experience.

Nick Kennedy 
Pastoral Intern

The Christmas season is fast approaching and there are signs of 
it everywhere.  The retail stores have their Christmas displays up 
and their merchandise out.  In many households the question is 
“What would you like for Christmas?”  For some the answer is 
readily available as the person knows exactly what they would 
like and they are not shy about letting others know.  For others, 
they might respond with “Let me think about it,” perhaps an 
indication that they do not know what they would like.  Others 
might respond with “Surprise me.”  When Christmas Eve or 
Christmas day arrives, there are numerous gifts that are wrapped 

and placed under the tree.  There is a sense of excitement and anticipation as the day draws near.  Some know what their gift 
is and others don’t, some will be surprised and others won’t be, there may even be disappointments.  With the gifts being 
wrapped, it is difficult to determine what the gift will be.  

In Luke 2:12 we read “This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  This 
particular “gift” was wrapped in an unusual way and placed in an unusual setting.  As I thought about this unusual wrapping, I 
had to ask myself, what was really wrapped in those cloths.  My thoughts took me to Isaiah 9:6 where it says, “For to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  

Isaiah gives us a glimpse into some of the things that came wrapped so unusual – a Person named Jesus who would step into 
history and change, transform our lives.  Each description or rather name is a message in itself and reveals the depth of the 
gift that was so humbly wrapped and yet so powerful.  My thoughts took me to Wonderful Counselor – a person who would 
advise, deliberate, resolve, give counsel or guide, someone who would understand and yet be gentle and at the same time be 
firm and love me unconditionally – warts and all.  

There have been times that I have told God what I wanted, much like being asked what I wanted for Christmas.  I didn’t 
always get what I asked for and many times the answer came in unexpected ways and when I least expected it.  The surprising 
thing is that I was never disappointed because Jesus gave me what I needed even when I didn’t know what I needed.  I came 
across the following poem (author unknown) some years ago and it pretty well describes some of my journey, perhaps yours 
as well.   

I asked for strength and God gave me difficulties to make me strong  
I asked for wisdom and God gave me problems to solve  

I asked for prosperity and God gave me brawn and brain to work  
I asked for courage and God gave me dangers to overcome  

I asked for patience God placed me in situations where I was forced to wait  
I asked for love and God gave me troubled people to help  

I asked for favors and God gave me opportunities  
I received nothing I wanted I received everything I needed  

My Prayer Has Been Answered.

We may ask for a lot of things and sometimes they are just things.  Jesus as counselor gives good gifts and they differ from 
what we think are good.  James 1:17 says “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.”  Jesus as counselor gives us the gifts that we need and 
not what we always want and in that regard, Jesus never disappoints because the gift is specifically personalised, or custom 
made for the receiver of the gift.  As we go through the Christmas season and see gifts that are wrapped, let them be a 
reminder of the good gifts that God has in store for each and everyone of us.  

RICHARD SEMENYNA 
ELDER

G I F T S



 
For the last several months I have been speaking about joy.   The 
Bible has much to say about joy, but nowhere is there a more 
beautiful passage about it than in this text that appears just after the 
birth of Christ. 

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘‘Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the 
Lord.”  Luke 2:8-10 

Often when we talk about joy, we correctly say that it is not merely 
being happy.   In fact, James says, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers 
and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds.”   It is true, there is a strong faith component to joy, a positivity that 
endures even when life is very difficult.  Maybe one of the weaknesses of this idea though, is that it can almost seem that joy 
has nothing to do with being happy; that joy is a more like a kind of warm, stoic acceptance of miserable circumstances.  
However, there is a big part of joy that is just unbridled happiness.

In 1987, when Jennifer walked down an aisle in a church to commit herself to me as my wife, I was filled with joy.

In 1989 and 1992 and 1994 and 1995 and 1999 and 2001, when my children were born, I was filled with joy.

In 2015, when I first held my granddaughter, I was filled with joy.

I have been filled with joy at seeing people baptized, at having a drink or sharing a meal with a close group of friends, at 
receiving a new kidney.

I was filled with joy because my deepest longings had been fulfilled.   I could hardly believe my good fortune.   Such great 
news should not have been applicable to one such as I. 

This is what the angels came to say to the shepherds that night.  It wasn’t a somber instruction that, despite the hard times, 
they could still find joy if they really believed.  No, it was more of a, “YOU’VE JUST WON LOTTO 649” declaration.

The shepherds were in the lowest rungs of society.   Because of their constant moving around, they were considered 
shiftless and likely thieves.  Because they had to work seven days a week, they were considered religiously unclean.  In many 
ways, they were outcasts.   But the angel came to tell them that they were no longer outcasts, but actual citizens of the 
greatest of all kingdoms.  They could know salvation.  They could meet the King of kings.

The shepherds were overwhelmed.  They ran to the village like a bunch of rambunctious school boys, they found the stable 
and, lo and behold, they found the baby.  They told everyone what they had seen.  When they finally returned to their flocks, 
they did so glorifying and praising God.  It was the greatest day of their lives.

When I think about the forgiveness and restoration and hope and purpose that flood my life because of Jesus’ birth, life, 
death and resurrection, I can’t help but be filled with joy.  He’s made everything possible.  He’s made it possible for Jennifer 
and me to still be in so in love after thirty years.   He’s made it possible for me to have good relationships with my kids.  
He’s made it possible for me to enjoy a meaningful life, to have met all of you at Rockyview and to have confidence that He 
has all of our futures perfectly under control. 

We won’t find that kind of joy in a mall or a Christmas bonus or a warm vacation.   None of those are bad, but just don’t 
miss out on the real joy that God has for you by seeking your ultimate joy in anything but Jesus Christ.  His is a lasting joy 
that makes all other joys possible.

Joy to the World, the Lord has come! 

TIM BERGMANN 
INTERIM ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Christmas in our overseas home has looked a little different for us.  However, we 
have still been able to celebrate, make new traditions, and enjoy the holiday season together!  

The country we live in takes statutory holidays from the religions of Islam, Christianity, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, and Confucianism.  However, most of the people in the county we live in are Muslims, so not 

many people celebrate Christmas (although they do enjoy the day off from work ! ).  We have taken 

the opportunity to share a little Christmas joy with our neighbors by giving them a Christmas card and 
some cookies.  They have all thought that was really fun! 

On Christmas Eve, our family goes to the Candle Light service at the International Church.  We 
usually hear the sounds of a tropical monsoon rain outside as we sing carols to candle light.   On 
Christmas morning, our family of four opens gifts together and has brunch.  In the afternoon, our expat 
team gathers at one of our homes.  We enjoy playing games, doing a gift exchange, reading the Christmas 
story, and eating a big traditional Christmas meal.  Most years, we can’t get a turkey, but a roast chicken 
does the trick and we have apple and pumpkin pie made from scratch.  We love spending the day with 
our overseas family!  

Christmas evening, the city sky is usually light up with fireworks!  Most holidays in our country are 
marked by fireworks, whether the spirit behind them is celebrated or not.  It’s a fun way to end the day!  
The next day, is usually very relaxed.  The girls enjoy playing with their new toys and we call our family 
back in Canada.  Even though it is Boxing Day for us, it is still Christmas evening for them, so it’s a great 
time to connect with all our loved ones.

Christmas overseas is different in many ways, but the main things remain the same: spending time 
with people we love and celebrating the birth of our Savior!  

Mtt and Cnn live with their two daughters, Qnn and Emm, in Southeast Asia, in a country where the majority 
religion is Islam. Please pray for them and for the S people they live with! If you’d like to give to support workers 
like Mtt and Cnn, designate ‘Global Advance Fund’ on your offering. 
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Christmas Overseas 
By Cnn
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This Christmas, Rockyview Alliance Church is privileged to be the 
distribution centre for Mustard Seed Ministry Food Hampers in 
northeast Calgary. This is a wonderful opportunity to open our doors to 
the community and show Christ-inspired hospitality to our neighbours.  

You may donate the items below by depositing them in the marked 
drop box in the foyer to show love to families in the NE who are 
interested in receiving a hamper. 

Contact Nick at nick@rockyviewalliance.com to volunteer at our 
Hamper distribution Christmas Celebration at Rockyview on Saturday, 
December 23 or to inquire about registering a family in need. 

• Canned vegetables
• Potatoes
• Boxed Stuffing
• Gravy Mix Packages
• Cranberry Sauce

• Pickles
• 2 Litre bottles of pop or juice
• Coffee or tea
• Non-refrigerated dessert
• 1 tinfoil roaster

Christmas & New Year Calendar
Sunday, December 3 

Advent begins! 


Wednesday, December 13 
Last day of Shift


Sunday, December 17 
Last day of D6 Basics Classes


Sunday, December 24 
Light Of the World Christmas Kids Choir: 10:30 am


Christmas Eve Service: 6:00 p.m.


Sunday, December 25 
No service on Christmas day


December 26-31 
Boxing Week Office Hours

December 28 - 9:00-12:00


Sunday, December 31, 2017 
Mosaic Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.


