
December 8, 2020 

Hey Rockyview Family, 

As I’m sure you’ve heard, the Provincial Government has declared a state of Public Health Emergency.  
Aggressive new measures have been introduced in order to stop the widespread transmission of the 
COVID-19 virus, and to prevent our Health Care system from being overwhelmed.   

While the previous restricNons allowed Churches to gather for live services – up to 30% of their seaNng 
capacity – the new restricNons bring that number down to just 15%.   In light of these new protocols, 
we’ve made the decision to suspend our Live Services here at our Rockyview church campus – effecNve 
immediately – unNl these new restricNons are liWed.   

Part of our Vision Statement says that we exist to Love our Neighbours.  Right now, one of the most 
pracNcal ways we can love our neighbours is by minimizing our physical contact with others.  By doing so, 
it will help protect the most vulnerable in our community, and tangibly display our support of all of our 
essenNal workers.   

Although we won’t be meeNng in person for the next while, we WILL, conNnue to gather virtually, 
through our high quality Online Church services.  Pastor Russ will conNnue to provide engaging, age-
appropriate experiences for our kids, and will conNnue to meet with our Youth over Zoom on 
Wednesday nights.  We would also strongly encourage our Small Groups to conNnue to gather together 
for your weekly sessions over Zoom. 

The biggest quesNon you might be asking right now is, “What does this mean for our Christmas Eve 
service?”  Well, unfortunately, we won’t be able to gather together in person this year.  But we will sNll 
provide a meaningful, family-friendly experience, that you and your household can enjoy together – as 
we remember that – in spite of all the disappointment and uncertainty – that the God who came, STILL 
comes.  His light sNll shines in the darkness, and the darkness will never be able to overcome it.    

This Christmas season will look different for all of us.  But let’s never forget, that Christmas is the 
celebraNon of Emmanuel – God with us.  Even in the midst of the disrupNon, the ambiguity, the isolaNon, 
God is sNll with us!   

And even though we can’t go to a church building right now, that doesn’t diminish the fact that we are  
the church!  This Christmas, we can sNll show and share the love of Jesus – by checking in on those 
around us, connecNng with others over Zoom or by phone, perhaps going grocery shopping for 
someone, or picking up prescripNons if they’re unable to go outside.   

And if there are some pracNcal ways that we can come alongside you this Christmas season, please let us 
know.  Most of all, let’s conNnue to pray for one another as we persevere through these challenging and 
unprecedented Nmes.   

I’d like to thank you for your on-going, faithful generosity, as you conNnue to support our ministries.  My 
prayer for you this Christmas is that you will know the peace, the comfort, and the very real presence of 
Emmanuel – God with us.  

Pastor Scof Wiesner


